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Thank you, Mr. Chairperson. 

It is an honor for me to deliver this statement as the Official Observer of the 

American Society of International Law, a nonprofit, nonpartisan educational membership 

organization founded in 1906, which holds Special Consultative Status to the Economic and 

Social Council of the United Nations. 

The European Union (EU) and its member states are currently discussing new legislation 

which will change the regulatory makeup applicable to firearms. As a major export region, 

Europe has an outsize role in defining global standards to prevent firearms trafficking and 

diversion. This is why my intervention today addresses standing agenda item number one 

dealing with the universalization and implementation of the Firearms Protocol. 

Article 10 governing the export, import and licensing of the Firearms Protocol is 

incorporated into EU law through the 2012 Firearms Protocol Regulation. This binding 

instrument has been interpreted by EU Member States together with the Common Position 

on Arms Exports of 2008. However, none of these instruments contains mandatory rules for 

Member States to provide data on the import or export of firearms, nor do they require 

end-user controls in the case of exports. 

To address these challenges, a Proposal for a Regulation on Arms Import, Export and Transit 

was presented by the European Commission in October 2022 which seeks to create 
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harmonized rules for the import and export of civilian firearms and would supersede the 

2012 Regulation. This proposal includes clear provisions for improved cooperation and 

information exchange between national authorities within the EU, and provides for end-

user controls and common risk assessments that are institutionalized at the EU level. 

Further EU legislation which may impact application of the UNTOC Firearms Protocol is the 

Draft Proposal for a Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive, which was 

published by the European Commission in February of 2022. The proposal intends to 

encourage European corporations of a certain size to adopt responsible and sustainable 

business practices by identifying, and where necessary, preventing, mitigating or ending 

harmful impacts of their business dealings on human rights and the environment. The 

Commission provided for a scope of corporate due diligence obligations which extend to the 

use of the product and its disposal. The European Council, however, has called for a more 

restrictive material scope of application by limiting the application of the Directive to the 

supply chain as it relates to the manufacturing process. 

To conclude, these proposals have the potential of changing the regulatory landscape of the 

Firearms Protocol and its regional application in Europe and, therefore, the rest of the 

world. Put together, they represent an opportunity for improved information sharing that 

can neutralize the risks of trafficking and diversion, improve traceability within and outside 

the EU, and promote the human rights due diligence from production to end-use. Relevant 

stakeholders in the Constructive Dialogue, including academia, should seize the opportunity 

to harness these initiatives in a way that ensures the coherence between the international, 

regional and national legal regimes and leads towards more positive outcomes. 

Thank you. 
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